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Mueller report 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Public at 
last, special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report revealed Thurs- 
day that President Donald Trump 
tried to seize control of the Russia 
probe and force Mr. Mueller’s re- 
moval to stop him from investigat- 
ing potential obstruction of 
justice by the president. Mr. 
Trump was largely thwarted by 
those around him who refused to 
go along. 

After the report’s release, Re- 
publicans cast Mr. Trump as a vic- 
tim of harassment as Democrats 
depicted the president as stepping 

After the report’s release, Re- 
publicans cast Mr. Trump as a 
victim of harassment as Demo- 
crats depicted the president as 
stepping far over the line to de- 
rail the investigation. 

After nearly two years, the two- 
volume, 448-page redacted report 
made for riveting reading. 

In one particularly dramatic 
moment, Mr. Mueller reported 
that Mr. Trump was so agitated at 


the special counsel’s appointment 
on May 17, 2017, that he slumped 
back in his chair and declared: “Oh 
my God. This is terrible. This is the 
end of my presidency.” 

With that, Mr. Trump set out to 
save himself. 

In June of that year, Mr. Mueller 
wrote, Mr. Trump directed White 
House Counsel Don McGahn to 
call Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, who oversaw the 
probe, and say that Mr. Mueller 
must be ousted because he had 
conflicts of interest. Mr. McGahn 
refused — deciding he would 
sooner resign than trigger a poten- 
tial crisis akin to the Saturday 
Night Massacre of firings during 
the Watergate era. 

Two days later, the president 
made another attempt to alter the 
course of the investigation, meet- 
ing with former campaign man- 
ager Corey Lewandowski and 
dictating a message for him to re- 
lay to then-Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions. The message: Mr. 
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Attorney General William Barr speaks about the release of special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s report at the Department of Justice on 
Thursday in Washington. He is flanked by Deputy Attorney General 


Rod Rosenstein. 


FINAL 


details ‘Trump’s efforts 


Counsel confirms 


Russian attempt 
to organize rally 
in Pittsburgh 


By Tracie Mauriello 
and Julian Routh 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


As Robert Mueller’s report con- 
firmed that Russians tried to orga- 
nize “Miners for Trump” rallies in 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia before 
the 2016 election, Pennsylvania’s 
congressional delegation reacted to 
the report’s overall findings. 

One of the state’s senators praised 
the Mueller report’s transparency. 
The other still wants more. 

Pennsylvania’s senators share 
one common concern, though — 
that Russia has been working for 
years to influence U.S. elections. 
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Alexandra Wimley/Post-Gazette 


Corrections Officer Robert Virgili and inmates, from left, Joseph Forlenza, Joseph Spears and Chaz Austin get their feet washed by 


Bishop David Zubik during the Holy Thursday Mass held at the Allegheny County Jail, Downtown. Video online at 


post-gazette.com. 


When former Civic Arena site 1s 


finished, where will people park? 


By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The Pittsburgh Penguins’ lat- 
est vision for redeveloping the 
former Civic Arena site will come 
at a cost — the elimination of 
2,500 surface parking spaces now 
used by fans and commuters. 

It’s a predicament the Steelers 
and Pirates have faced on the 
North Shore, and one that the 
Penguins already are working to 
deal with in the lower Hill Dis- 
trict and beyond. 

They hope to soften the blow to 


fans, commuters and others by 
building at least one new garage 
on the arena site and by teaming 
with UPMC Mercy hospital and 
Duquesne University to create a 
broader parking district to en- 
sure there will be spaces avail- 
able to meet demand. 

There could even be signs and 
apps employed to direct motor- 
ists to available parking spaces 
not only at the arena site but to 
other spots in parts of Uptown, 
the Bluffand the lower Hill. 


SEE PARKING, PAGE A-2 


Some fear transportation change 
may hurt Pa. Medicaid recipients 


By Kate Giammarise 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Lawmakers and advocates say 
a last-minute addition to a state 
budget-related bill last year could 
harm Pennsylvanians who de- 
pend on an assistance program 
for transportation to medical ap- 
pointments, as well as seniors 
and people with disabilities. 

Federal law requires states to 
provide non-emergency medical 
transportation to anyone en- 
rolled in the Medicaid program 
for travel to medical ap- 


pointments, to pick up prescrip- 
tions at a pharmacy, or to buy 
medical equipment. 

The services are paid for 
jointly by the state and federal 
governments. 

Because people using the pro- 
gram have serious medical condi- 
tions such as kidney failure, or 
substance abuse disorders, the 
program helps pay for itself by al- 
lowing for preventative care and 
avoiding missed medical appoint- 
ments that can lead to 


Attempt 
to organize 


Pitt faculty 
falls short 


Union objects, says 
university inflated 
number of employees 


By Bill Schackner 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A yearlong drive to unionize 
3,000 University of Pittsburgh fac- 
ulty appears to have failed —at least 
for now — with word Thursday that 
the state found too few employees 
signed cards of support to justify a 
hearing on a proposed election. 

Both Pitt and the United Steel- 
workers Thursday confirmed that a 
letter delivered by the Pennsylvania 
Labor Relations Board stated as 
such, but they offered sharply differ- 
ent explanations for why the union’s 
election petition was rejected. 

“They didn’t meet the 30 percent 
threshold,” Pitt spokesman Joseph 
Miksch said, alluding to a require- 
ment that at least 30% of the potential 
bargaining unit sign cards. 

However, a statement from the 
United Steelworkers, the union 
with which faculty organizers want 
to affiliate, accused Pitt of attempt- 
ing to derail the union drive by ex- 
aggerating its number of employ- 
ees. It indicated plans to appeal. 

“The Pitt Faculty Organizing 
Committee ... believes the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh administration 
deliberately inflated the number 
of university instructors in their 
potential bargaining unit in an at- 
tempt to avoid a union election,” 
the statement read. 

“The organizing committee an- 
ticipated this problem because the 
university administration failed to 
disclose exactly who they put on 
the list of eligible faculty they gave 
the PLRB or whether they included 
job classes or schools excluded in 
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LUXURY REAL ESTATE DESE 


Property listed for sale by the Howard Hanna Company (Lic#RBO49340C). Listing agent Annette D. Ganassi (Lic#RS14: 


al | 


(RBROO3343; broker Trayor R. Lesnock: RMRO03344). Platinum is performing real estate, auction and auction-marketing services as part of this transaction. 


Online today: Questions about Pittsburgh? 


Ask our team in The Neighborhood: 
bit.ly/TheNeighborhoodPG 


post-gazette.com 


RVES A LUXURY AUCTION® 


8A). Platinum Luxury Auctions LLC (“Platinum”) is a Registered Foreign LLC (ID#6562605) and licensed real estate brokerage in the state of Pennsylvania 


LigonierLuxuryAuction.com 
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Previously $6.5 Million. 
Now Selling WITHOUT RESERVE! 


Open House Previews held daily between 
12-4pm, until Auction. Gated residence. 
Call in advance. 
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Real Estate Services 


